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<p>"Gen. Doubleday was not a man of 'personal magnetism' nor what is called a dashing
officer." He was an earnest and conscientious man and a safe and steady soldier-precise,
methodical, and to be depended on in any emergency." - General Don Carlos Buell </p> <p>A
lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history's most influential figures, but how much
of the forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors' American Legends series, listeners
can get caught up to speed on the lives of America's most important men and women in the
time it takes to finish a commute, while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.
</p> <p>Abner Doubleday (1819 - 1893) had one of the lengthiest Civil War resumes and an
influence that made him worthy of national recognition. Doubleday is credited with firing the
first shot in defense of Fort Sumter, the opening fight of the war, and he played a pivotal role
on the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg, taking command of the | Corps early on the morning
of July 1, 1863 after General John Reynolds was killed. Doubleday also led a division at South
Mountain and then at Antietam, where he was injured during deadly fighting in the Cornfield
and the West Woods. One colonel described him as a "gallant officer ... remarkably cool and at
the very front of battle”, and his personal character was so admired among the rank-and-file
that one of his men humorously asserted, "He is deficient considerably in the requisites of a

commander. He does not drink whiskey..." </p>
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