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<p>A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history's most influential figures, but how

much of the forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors' American Legends series,

listeners can get caught up to speed on the lives of America's most important men and women

in the time it takes to finish a commute, while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never

known. </p> <p>The name "Geronimo" evokes a number of different emotions. Those who

believed in 19th century America's "Manifest Destiny" viewed Geronimo and all Native

Americans as impediments to God's will for the nation. Descendants of people killed by

"hostile" Natives certainly considered warriors like Geronimo to be murderers and thieves

whose cultures and societies held no redeeming values. Even today, many Americans

associate the name Geronimo with a war cry, and the name Geronimo itself only came about

because of a battle he fought against the Mexicans. </p> <p>Over time, however, the historical

perception of the relationship between America and Native tribes changed drastically. With

that, Geronimo, or Goyahkla, was viewed in a far different light. Those who empathized with

the fate of the Native Americans saw Geronimo as one of a number of Native American </p>
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