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Synopsis
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<p>When his friend Peralta, newly sworn in as sheriff, is shot by a sniper, David Mapstone,
former historian and new deputy sheriff, cand€™t keep a cool, academic distance - and
hed€™d better not. While Peralta lies comatose in the hospital, the powers that be install
Mapstone as acting sheriff in his frienda€™s place. Mapstone feels unqualified, but hea€™s
the only person whose temporary appointment wona€™t infuriate all the other candidates, who
want the sheriffa€™s position permanently. Meanwhile, a cryptic note scrawled by Peralta
before the shooting forces Mapstone to confront his own personal history, inadvertently
drawing him into danger. Mapstone soon discovers that the past has deadly consequences
and the mean streets of the new West have never been more sinister. </p> <p>Jon Talton is
the author of nine novels, including the David Mapstone Mysteries and the thriller <i>Deadline
Man.</i> He is also a veteran journalist and the former business editor of the <i>Cincinnati
Enquirer.</i> He lives in Seattle where he is economics columnist for the <i>Seattle Times</i>

and runs the blog Rogue Columnist.</p>
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