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<p>One of America's most controversial generals, Douglas MacArthur's rise through the US

Army's ranks was meteoric. However, he did not lead large formations of men in combat until

he assumed command of forces in the Philippines in 1941. When war commenced with the

bombing of Pearl Harbor, MacArthur's performance on the battlefield was a failure: he

underestimated the Japanese, and his poorly trained forces were outmaneuvered and

outfought by a much smaller invading force.</p> <p>In his subsequent role as America's

shogun in Tokyo, MacArthur was again surprised by an enemy he underestimated. The Korean

War yielded his greatest victory, at Inchon, but also his greatest defeat, along the Yalu River.

Unwilling to accept anything but complete victory, he openly defied President Truman:

MacArthur fatally undermined chances for an early peace and attempted to widen a conflict

which threatened to become a third world war. Raging against his subsequent firing, he only

truly faded away after he was publicly criticized by a panoply of America's greatest WWII

generals.</p> <p>Today, MacArthur still polarizes. Many biographies agree he was a great

and patriotic leader marred by a few failures. James Ellman argues the opposite: MacArthur

was a lackluster battlefield commander who suffered stunning defeats while undermining the

command structure of our military.</p>
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