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Synopsis

<table><tr><th>authori¥s$</th><td>Maria  Riva</td></tr><tr><th>readByi%5</th><td>Christa

Lewis</td></tr><tr><th>inLanguageivsS</th><td>english</td></tr></table>

<p>With intimate detail, author Maria Riva reveals the rich life of her mother, Marlene Dietrich,
the charismatic star of stage and screen whose career spanned much of the 20th century.
Opening with Dietrich's childhood in SchAfneberg, Riva's biography introduces us to an
energetic, disciplined, and ambitious young actress whose own mother equated show business
with a world of vagabonds and thieves. </p> <p>Dietrich would quickly rise to stardom on the
Berlin stage in the 1920s with her sharp wit and bisexual mystique, and wearing the top hat
and tails that revolutionized our concept of beauty and femininity. She comes alive in these
pages in all her incarnations: muse, collaborator, bona fide movie star, box-office poison, lover,
wife, and mother. </p> <p>During World War I, Dietrich would stand up to the Nazis and
galvanize American troops, eventually earning the Congressional Medal of Freedom. There
were her artistic relationships with Josef von Sternberg (<i>The Blue Angel</i>,
<i>Morocco</i>, <i>Shanghai Express</i>), Colette, Erich Maria Remarque, NoA«l Coward,
and Cole Porter, as well as her heady romances. And in her final years, Dietrich would make

herself visibly invisible, devoting herself to the immortality of her legend.</p>
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