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<p><b>A New Epic Begins</b> </p> <p>Fueled by visions promising him prolonged life and
political power, the dying Corajidin, leader of a millennia-old dynasty, has brought the nation of
Shrian to civil war. But is his bright destiny assured, or do the events unfolding around him
promise a more ignoble, and finite, future? </p> <p>Indris, warrior-mage of the Seq Scholars
and scion of a rival Great House, is caught in the upheaval. Driven by loyalty and conscience
to return to a city that haunts his past, Indris reluctantly accepts the task of finding a missing
man, the only one able to steer the teetering nation toward peace. </p> <p>The celebrated
warrior-poet, Mari, touches both men's lives: one as daughter, one as lover. As her world
unravels around her, can she be true to both her duty to blood, and her own desires for

freedom and happiness?</p>
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